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Performance notes

Umbra Mortis is scored for fourteen voices:
four sopranos, four altos, two tenors and four basses.

Soprano 1 functions as a soloist (assuming the role of “God”) until m.40, after which she rejoins the chorus.
Alto 1 must be a countertenor. He assumes the role of “Satan” until m.40, beat 3, when he rejoins the chorus.

The text is taken from the Book of Job in the Vulgate Bible. 

Letters/syllables in square brackets [...] are not to be sounded, but indicate the word from which
the sung phoneme comes.

Umbra Mortis was written for The Tudor Consort at the request of its director, Alastair Carey during
my time as the 2004-5 Creative New Zealand/Victoria University of Wellington Composer-in-residence.

The piece was first performed by The Tudor Consort, directed by Alastair Carey on 16 October 2005 at
St Alban's Church, Eastbourne, Wellington.

The soloists were Madeleine Pierard (soprano) and Christopher Warwick (countertenor)
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